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CAMPUS LIFE

#PETSBORO
Archie
“He is always up to some wild
shenanigans that raise my blood
pressure, but he stole my heart
the instant I met him.”
- Owner Lindsey Heard

KAYLA HILL/staff

The service dog training program on campus hosts a puppy
kissing booth on February 16, 2022. Betty Joe, a trained
professional, waits patiently for a student to pose with.

Snickers

“This is Snickers. He thinks he’s a
person.”
- Owner Onyx Durden

Minnie

BRIANA CORLEE/staff

Tony Rowland spends his Valentine’s Day afternoon shooting
hoops at the RAC.

“She is a very posh lady. She
hates everyone and everything
except for my mom. ”
- Owner Alex Furman

WANT YOU AND YOUR
PET TO BE FEATURED NEXT
TIME?
RACHEL BLAIR/staff

Grace Mainer, Kayla Rogers, Emily Hogg, Taylor Wilcox, and
Abbie Best, give life to their new cuddly friends at the UPB
Build-A-Boo Event on February 10.

Join our newsletter
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Scan our QR code and tell us why
they have your heart!

Text GAMG to 22828 to join our daily newsletter!
To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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How one students passion fueled such impact
BY LAUREN SABIA

Reflector Editor-in-Chief

One in every 10
college students face
period poverty.

Gabi Wiggill, a junior public health major, has the passion
and drive needed to focus on this issue that usually people
turn a blind eye to.
Her interest in period equity was first sparked after watching
the documentary on Netflix called “Period. End of Sentence.”
that focused on how in India, periods are very taboo and
young girls would have to stop going to school because they
did not have access to period products.

To combat this, students and staff have jump started
the Period Equity Movement to provide individuals with
period products and menstruation education.
One Georgia Southern student has made it her mission
to impact the community in a positive way by working
to end the stigma around menstruation, and to reduce
how many individuals go through the fear of not being
able to afford the products they need when their period
comes each month.

“I’ve had a period all of my life, and I understand the
stress, the embarrassment and all that, but I never was in
the position where I didn’t have the products I needed. And
when I really sat down and thought about how different my
life would be, how difficult it would be, I just started crying
because I couldn’t imagine the pain and suffering that these
women go through, because it’s completely out of their
control that they have periods,” Wiggill said.

To get involved or for more information, email Wiggill at gw01879@georgiasouthern.edu.
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She pointed out that when she was a child, she had the
privilege of her family always purchasing what she needed
and educating her on periods. But not all people have had
this same luxury.
“We’re trying to eliminate this with period equity by
providing everyone with the products they need, so that we
are all on equitable footing when it comes to approaching
our lives with periods,” she said.
Wiggill started raising awareness around period poverty
when she was a freshman, but it was not until faculty
and staff heard about her work when the Period Equity
Movement came to life as a cross-campus initiative.
“For me it’s beautiful to see how a collaborative project
like this rose, and I just couldn’t have done it without these
amazing people supporting me,” said Wiggill.

Many different departments and individuals across
campus including the Dean of Students Office, Sustain
Southern, the Office of Inclusive Excellence, Dr. Gemma
Skuraton, the director of Student Wellness and Health
Promotion, Dr. Addie Martindale, a professor in the College
of Behavioral and Social Sciences and more worked
together to gain funding for the period pantries and
movement as a whole.

The Period Equity Movement officially
launched the last week of January

with tabling and educational discussions to work
towards raising awareness and destigmatizing periods.
Wiggill and other contributors have put a heavy focus
on inclusivity. They stay away from certain stereotypes,
traditional pronouns and offer a wide range of products
suited for anyone.
Page designed by Kayla Hill
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“It’s not one size fits all, this is not
going to work with one product for
every single student on campus. We
want to be sure that we address our
students’ needs and that we know
they are diverse.”
- Wiggill
The Period Equity Movement’s dedication to helping the
members of the GS community can really be seen in their
three, main projects. These projects include the Green Period
Pantry, the Disposable Period Pantry and Period Products
On-The-Go in restrooms, all aiming to give students access
to the products they need.
The Green Period Pantry offers reusable pads and
menstrual cups in various sizes, and has seven locations
across Statesboro’s campus. They even provide discrete
locations, like the Counseling Center and the Eagle Essentials
Food Pantry, for those that may not feel comfortable asking
someone in person for the period products.
Students are able to quickly grab what they need at that
moment in any bathroom across campus, or students can
go to the pantry located on each campus in the library to
stock up on disposable period products like tampons and
pads. All types of products offered are free for all students.
By giving away free period products on campus, Wiggill is
conducting research on whether this does have an effect on
period poverty and helping those with financial insecurities.
If so, this data can help push other institutions to do the
same thing for their students.
“We cannot have our student’s anatomy become their
adversity,” said Wiggill. “It’s equity. We need to try to put
everyone on the same level whether you have a period or
not. Having a period should not hold you back at all. It should
not affect your grades or anything like that.”
College students should not have to decide between
buying food for the week or buying period products. She
also pushed the importance of all individuals caring about
this topic because all community members know someone
who menstruates, even if it does not affect them directly.
“If you don’t care, and if I don’t care, then who will?”
asked Wiggill.
She encourages students to reach out and be a part of this
movement, to work towards ending the stigmas surrounding
menstruation and to reduce the effects of period poverty.
To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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The Eagle Essentials
Food Pantry:

Where your next meal could come from
BY JOHN CEASAR
The Reflector staff

GS students no longer have to make the choice
between rent or groceries each month now that their
next meal could come from our campus’ food bank.
“If you’re a student who is skipping a meal or
saying I don’t know where my next meal is coming
from, this is a prime location for you”, said Casey
Weaver, assistant dean of student care and wellbeing and Eagle Essentials Food Pantry Coordinator.
It’s still a new concept for the campus, as the food
pantry opened roughly two years ago. However,
awareness of the Eagle Essentials Food Pantry is
increasing incrementally as of late, and with that
awareness comes even more of a demand.
What started as only 35 students in the fall of 2020,
has increased to 165 students as of fall 2021. Weaver
hopes to raise more awareness for students who need
this program.
“My real goal is to make sure that every student
at Georgia Southern, if they are struggling with food
insecurity, know that the food pantry exists and they
know how to access it and they are accessing it okay,”
Weaver said.

Page designed by Jalen Austin

The food pantry continues its mission for another
year, with 70 students finding a use for it already
within the first four weeks of school. The doors are
open for everyone, and there is no cost.
No questions are asked as to your financial position
either, so you don’t have to feel any pressure. The
food pantry is simply here to be an asset for those
who are struggling.
“I want students to know that if they are struggling
to find a meal, that we are here to help support them
in offsetting the cost of going to school,” said Weaver.
“We do not ask questions and we do not care who
you are. We want you to use the food pantry.”
For those who don’t need or require any food
items but wish to help, the food pantry crew offers
volunteer work and takes donations of food. The
only request for food donations is that whatever you
donate does not have to be refrigerated, since the
pantry does not have its refrigerator at the moment.
Hygiene products can also be donated; such as
toothbrushes, laundry detergent, toilet paper, soaps
and more.

2-24-22

We do not ask
questions and we do
not care who you are.
We want you to use the
food pantry.
CASEY WEAVER

Food Pantry Coordinator

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

2-24-22

Ex-Georgia governor Sonny Perdue slated to be
chancellor of University System
BY MORGAN BRIDGES

AAUP condemns
‘secret search’ for
University Chancellor

Print Managing Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF USG

How America’s
no. 1 cause of death

disproportionately

affects Black
people

The Georgia Board of Regents voted Sonny
Perdue the sole finalist for the position of
chancellor of the University System of Georgia
last Tuesday.
Perdue served as the governor of Georgia
from 2003 to 2011 and, more recently, as the
United States Secretary of Agriculture from
2017 to 2021 under President Donald Trump.
The possible appointment of Perdue
coincides with the discussion of several bills
in Georgia’s state legislature that deal directly
with the limitation of how race and activism
are taught in the classroom, according to the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution.
“I’m outraged at a closed-door process that
has hidden political shenanigans,” President
of the Georgia’s American Association of
University Professors, Matthew Boedy tweeted.
“The regents are set to ignore a warning about
political influence from USG accreditors to

BY TAYLOR COLEMAN
Writer-Content Creator

February is American Heart Month and Black
History Month. In recognition of these celebratory
months, it is important to highlight how heart
disease disproportionately affects African American
women and men.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, heart disease is the leading cause of
death. As stated by the American Heart Association,
between 2015 and 2018, 60.1% of African American
males had cardiovascular disease while 58.8% of
women had cardiovascular disease. Also, between
2015 and 2018, 6.7% of African American men had
coronary heart disease while 7.2% of women had
coronary heart disease.

Factors that contribute to heart disease
among African Americans are:

Page designed by Georganna Howell

•
•
•
•
•
•

Hypertension
High cholesterol
Smoking
Diabetes mellitus
Obesity
Sleep disorders
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name a political kingmaker the chancellor and
make the governor a benefactor”.
Later the AAUP tweeted, “After a secret
search, the @BORUSG is now expected to name
former GA governor & Trump cabinet member
Sonny Perdue as the sole finalist for leader of
the University system. The AAUP condemns
the lack of transparency & politicization of the
process.”
The Board of Regents made their own
statement about their vote following the results.
“USG and its institutions have an
international
reputation
of
innovation,
workforce preparation and student success
and that attracted an outstanding group of
candidates for the Board to explore,” said
Board Chair Harold Reynolds, according to the
USG. “Ultimately, Gov. Perdue stood out for his
impressive experience and leadership in public
service as well as a vast understanding not
only of Georgia and its communities but of the
issues facing the university system as we move
forward.”

Social and economic factors that contribute
to heart disease among African Americans
are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

High cost associated with quality care
Unhealthy diets
Higher poverty levels
Lack of exercise
Lower levels of education
Higher uninsured rates

How to Reduce the Risk of Developing
Heart Disease:

It is vital to address the disproportionate rate
of heart disease among African Americans. To
reduce the risk of developing heart disease, it is
recommended to:
•
•
•
•
•

Get screened for high blood pressure and
abnormal blood glucose levels
Take prescribed medicine for high blood
pressure and diabetes
Exercise
Maintain a healthy diet
Avoid smoking

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Take a look at these
majors provided by
Georgia Southern to
determine your next
path.

2-24-22

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

9

10

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

2-24-22

2-24-22

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

11

12

Page designed by Maya Albert

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

2-24-22

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

2-24-22

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

13

“

Page designed by Jonathan Diaz

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu

THE GEORGE-ANNE STATESBORO EDITION

14

2-24-22

How Dingus Magee’s has
remained a staple in
Statesboro for 43 years
BY ASA BAURLE

Multimedia Journalist

Dingus Magee’s has become a landmark of Statesboro, serving
the community even before the days of Erk Russell.
As the beloved bar enters its 43 year of business. Owner
Stephanie Owens, who used to wait tables here in the ‘80s,
explained why her and her husband’s spot is beating father time.
“You know you may see me in the bathroom scrubbing the
toilet, maybe flipping a burger, maybe changing the keg. You
gotta work it. You gotta know your people,” she said.
While the added elbow grease does help keep the doors
open. Longtime Dingus employee David Lane, thinks it’s the
relationships formed over time that keep people coming back.
“I think the people that come here are very comfortable. The
staff is all like one big family. Everybody’s already close. So close

friendships sometimes turn into close relationships.”
Lane and Owens are no stranger to these close
relationships. They, like many others, have found the love
of their life while at Dingus.
“It just makes me happy to know that love
bloomed here. I think that’s very special and it’s
a good conversation piece and I just love being a
part of it,” said Owens.
As he begins the process to take full ownership
of Dingus. Lane hopes he can continue to carry the
legacy Dingus Magee’s has left.
“You know it’s special. As you can see on the
walls and stuff you become a part of something
that’s been here for long it’s a tradition. It’s
something you can look back on. Something you
can be proud of,” explained Lane.

“Our Town”: A play that is ‘transcendental,
human, raw’
BY MCKENZIE KERRIGAN
The Reflector staff

This week from Feb. 23 to 27, catch ‘Our Town’ at the
Center for Art and Theatre at 7:30 p.m. for $6 per student.
Our exclusive interview with the stage manager, Cameron
Driggers, gives us a preview of the Georgia Southern theatre
department’s performance this semester.

Q: What is ‘Our Town’ about?

A: “Plot-wise, ‘Our Town’ is a meta-theatrical production
about the daily life and growing up of people in a fictional,
New Hampshire town from 1901-1913, and the audience is
being guided through those years.”

Q: What is the message the play is sending?

A: “The ultimate message of the play is to enjoy what we
have while we have it. We should be engaged every chance
we have with our experience and with one another.”

Page designed by Abigail DeRubbo

Q: What does this play mean to you?

A: “The play is about understanding that we can’t experience
every waking moment of our lives, but that we should
make a conscious effort to try. It’s a play that is specific in its
description of a town, its people and the timeline; but is so
oddly universally applicable to really any town or small city,
particularly in the United States. It is so profoundly human
in its straightforward display of emotion and makes great use
of religious and philosophical undertones in exploring the
simplicity of everyday life.”

Q: Why should students come to see it?

A: “The trap of “Our Town” is to think it’s about nostalgia,
which is why every high school in America does it (a
paraphrase of the director, Dr. Sarah McCarroll), but it’s not.
Students should come to see “Our Town” because not only
does this production focus on connecting with one another,
but because no one can make 28 undergraduates connect with
a text like Dr. McCarroll, and this is easily one of the most
talented casts I’ve ever been a part of.”

To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Across

1 Garden stinger
5 Workout target
8 Heart-to-heart talk
12 Turf
13 Baby food
14 Spiderman is one
15 Bring up the ___
16 Girl in Beatles song
18 Watch closely
20 Layered rock
23 Uncle Sam’s call-up
27 Old Western Union
delivery
31 Certain
32 Corrode, with away
33 Green form of
energy
35 Racket
36 Get ready for a
presentation
38 Sheriffs’ sidekicks
40 Plane landing area
42 No longer tied up
43 Passes up
47 Crystal-clear

50 Is placed
54 Fashionably smart
55 Swallowed
56 Sound rebound
57 Diminutive
58 Line
59 Observed

Down

1 Hawks support it
2 “Here We ___”
(Gloria Estefan hit)
3 Setting for “The hunt
for Red October”
4 Prisoner’s hope
5 Droid downloads
6 Empty
7 Horse prodder
8 Word accompanying
a clink
9 Egg layer
10 Rainbow shape
11 Shoe part
17 Movie format
19 Pleads
20 Dance class moves

2-24-22
21 Valentine’s Day
symbol
22 Modify
24 Record output
25 Common side order
26 Not easy
28 Scepter of authority
29 Brown bottle stuff
30 Orientation tool
34 Sit on the throne
37 Software seller’s
concern
39 Soft throws
41 Pricing word
44 Alarm
45 Do__ others...
46 Dwell on anger
47 False show
48 Fraternity letter
49 Access number
51 Rocks from a
bucket
52 Definite article
53 Dad’s boy

